
Sponsor handbook
Sponsor handbooks are being pre p a red for the contact
sponsor of each youth gro u p . This handbook will contain
i n fo rmation to better pre p a re you for Nashville. It will also
contain guidelines for convention week and assistance to
fo l l ow up with your youth group once you are back
h o m e . If there are any specific questions that you need
a n swe rs to concerning Youth Conve n t i o n ,please call or
w rite us so that we may include those in the handbook.
Once we have the handbook complete, it will be posted
on the web so that you can re fe rence it or download it at
your conve n i e n c e .

Scholarship challenge 
One of the pri m a ry goals of  Youth Convention is to ensure
its accessibility to all youth gro u p s ,re g a rdless of cost. To
that end, the budget will include more than $50,000 in
financial aid. H oweve r,past ex p e rience shows this will not
be enough to cover all needs. C o n s e q u e n t ly, we are ag a i n
ch a l l e n ging youth groups to raise additional funds to help
o t h e rs less fo rtunate be able to attend.

As your youth group is raising funds for your ex p e n s e s ,
we also invite you to raise additional funds and send them
to the Youth Convention office to help with the costs of
o t h e rs attending.For more info rmation about the sch o l a r-

ship ch a l l e n ge ,contact the Yo u t h
C o nvention offi c e .

H o w m u c h
w i l l i t c o s t ?

Because the entire pro gram is not
yet put toge t h e r,the budget can-

not be finalized for Nashville 2001.
H oweve r,we project that the cost for 

re gi s t ra t i o n ,room and board will ra n ge from $380 - $410
per pers o n . Please note that this amount includes a Yo u t h
C o nvention pro gram that is one night longer and incl u d e s
t wo more meals than was the case at our last two conve n-
t i o n s .

We are sharing this projected cost per person at this
time so that you will know how to plan for Nashville 2001.
Please note that this is our projected cost per person fo r
the eve n t ,and a final cost will be set in the fa l l . T h i s
amount does not incl u d e ,of cours e , the cost of tra n s p o rt a-
tion to and from Nashville.

Band selection process
u n d e r w a y

Music is an integral part of the Youth Convention ex p e ri-
e n c e . It is a way for us to connect and communicate with
e a ch other. It is also a way of ex p ressing ours e l ves to God
in an act of wo rs h i p . We have many opportunities to listen
and active ly participate in a wide va riety of music ex p e ri-
ences during convention week — wo rship serv i c e s ,wo rk-
s h o p s ,s e m i n a rs ,small gro u p s ,c o ffee houses,e t c . We wa n t
to celebrate those ex p e ri e n c e s .

T h e re is great dive rsity within our denomination,n o t
o n ly in music styles but also in music pre fe re n c e s . A n d
because of that dive rs i t y,we want to celebrate the ri ch n e s s
that song brings to our heart s .

In pre p a ration for convention we e k ,we invited people
f rom across the ch u rch to be a part of the wo rship ex p e ri-
ence — to be a member of the wo rship band. In this
ex p e ri e n c e ,we envision bri n ging together the dive rsity of
the ch u rch into one place to lead youth and sponsors into
the presence of God through song. We consider the
responsibility to lead youth in wo rship so import a n t ,t h a t
all members are to have made a decision to fo l l ow Chri s t
and have ex p e rience in leading wo rs h i p .

Applications have been sent to many interested in apply-
ing for the music team. Selections will be made soon.

V i d e o
The Youth Convention office is pre p a ring a pro m o t i o n a l
video for Nashville 2001. This video will be ava i l abl e
f rom your confe rence youth minister or your confe r-
ence office sometime in Nove m b e r. Due to the cost of
p ro d u c t i o n ,we do not send one to eve ry congre g a t i o n ,
but rather send a number of copies to each area confe r-
ence offi c e . Please call us at MBCM if you do not know
to which district or confe rence your congre g a t i o n
b e l o n g s .
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Registration forms
coming in December
R e gi s t ration fo rms for the Nashville 2001 Youth Conve n t i o n
will be mailed to eve ry congregation in December. T h e
p a cket of re gi s t ration fo rms will be sent in bulk in care of
“ youth sponsor.” Please look for this in your ch u rch mailbox
in mid-December. R e gi s t rations on line will begin Ja n .1 ,
2 0 0 1 . C h e ck the web site for the latest info rmation at
N a s h v i l l e 2 0 0 1 Yo u t h . m e n n o n i t e . n e t. The deadline for re gi s-
t ration without a late fee is Ap ril 30,2 0 0 1 .

Visit the WEB!
The Nashville 2001 web site is now up and running! Log
on at N a s h v i l l e 2 0 0 1 Yo u t h . m e n n o n i t e . n e t. The site incl u d e s
i n fo rmation that is in this new s l e t t e r. A l s o ,i n fo rmation and
p i c t u res about the Opryland Hotel and the City of
Nashville can be viewe d . You may download the new s l e t-
ter from this site also.

P o s t e r s
E ve ry congregation will be sent a poster that prov i d e s
i n t ro d u c t o ry info rmation about Youth Conve n t i o n .We
anticipate that the posters will be mailed at the end of
O c t o b e r. Please display them in a prominent location in
your ch u rch . If you should need additional posters ,p l e a s e
contact the Youth Convention office and we will gladly
send you more .

N e w s l e t t e r
Please feel free to copy this newsletter as needed. Or if
you would like to request more copies from our offi c e ,j u s t
gi ve us a call.

The next newsletter will fe a t u re what is developing in
the area of service pro j e c t s . A l s o ,wazzup with mTOW N !
Costs for youth and sponsors to attend Nashville should
also be fi n a l i z e d .



Glen Guyton
Glen has serve d
as youth minister
at Calva ry
C o m mu n i t y
C h u rch in
H a m p t o n ,Va . ,
since 1998. A l o n g
with his wife ,

C y n t h i a ,Glen ove rsees pro gra m m i n g
for ages 4 to 22. He earned a bach e-
l o r ’s degree in management from the
US Air Fo rce A c a d e my with a minor in
Ja p a n e s e . He has served as an offi c e r
in the Air Fo rce for four and a half
ye a rs and wo rked for Mennonite
Mutual Aid as a counselor fo l l ow i n g
his conscientious objector (CO) 
d i s ch a rge in the winter of 1998. H e
also spent time as a licensed middle
s chool teacher fo l l owing his master of
education cours ewo rk at Old
Dominion Unive rs i t y. Glen curre n t ly
s e rves as a board member for the
National Inter-re l i gious Service Board
for Conscientious Objection. He is
also a member of the Vi rgi n i a
C o n fe rence Damascus Road A n t i -
racism Te a m . Glen and Cyndi have
been married since 1995 and are the
p roud parents of A n d re-A and 
a n x i o u s ly awaiting the birth of their
second child in Fe b ru a ry 2001.

Vo l .1 ,N o .2  September 2000

On the

R o a d t o N a s h v i l l e

Lana Miller
Lana is minister of
youth and yo u n g
adults at Clinton
Frame Mennonite
C h u rch in
G o s h e n ,I n d . S h e
has served in that
m i n i s t ry since

June 1999. P rior to that she taught
ch e m i s t ry at Nort h wood High Sch o o l .
She attended Bethany Christian High
S chool and continued her education
at Goshen College ,w h e re she
re c e i ved a bach e l o r ’s degree in biolo-
gy and secondary education. She is a
c o n gregational student advocate who
e n c o u rages young people to attend
Mennonite schools and college s . S h e
has served as a VORP (Vi c t i m -
O ffender Reconciliation Pro gra m )
volunteer and has been a member of
the Indiana Te a ch e rs A s s o c i a t i o n . S h e
is the oldest of three ch i l d ren and the
daughter of Caro lyn (Roth) Miller and
the late Larry Miller.

Marisa Cantu
O ri gi n a l ly fro m
R o ck Island,I l l . ,
M a risa is curre n t ly
a senior at
Goshen College
s t u dying commu-
nications and
Hispanic min-

i s t ri e s . She has wo rked with youth at
her home ch u rch ,w h e re her fa t h e r
p a s t o rs ,as well as other Chri s t i a n
o rg a n i z a t i o n s ,s u ch as Chri s t i a n
Friendliness Youth Center and the
B oys and Girls Clubs. She led and
helped organize a confe rence fo r
young Hispanic Mennonite leaders
called C e l e b re m o s. She has been
i nvo l ved in many organizations and
clubs such as student gove rn m e n t
and the mu l t i - c u l t u ral affa i rs cl u b .
She enjoys leading praise and 
wo rship at Iglesia del Buen Pa s t o r i n
G o s h e n . Her fa m i ly resides in Rock
Island and includes her pare n t s ,t wo
s i s t e rs and a bro t h e r.

Meet the worship leaders

M a risa Cantu,Glen Guyton and Lana Miller have been selected to lead us duri n g
the ten wo rship sessions.H e re is a bit of introduction to each one.

Mennonite Youth Conve n t i o n
P OB ox 1245,E l k h a rt , IN 46515-1245
2 1 9 - 2 9 4 - 7 5 2 3
fa x :2 1 9 - 2 9 3 - 1 8 9 2
e - m a i l :m e n ny c @ j u n o . c o m
we b :n a s h v i l l e 2 0 0 1 yo u t h . m e n n o n i t e . n e t



Nancy Rodriguez-Lora
Nancy is the mother of thre e ,t wo boy s

and one gi r l ,and lives with them and

her husband, Ju a n , in New Yo rk City,

w h e re she was born and ra i s e d . She is

a cert i fied clinical social wo rker prov i d-

ing thera py to families and individuals.

She directs the wo rship team,

Je ru s a l e m , at her 300-member congre g a t i o n ,U n i t e d

R ev i val Mennonite Church in Bro o k ly n . She is a ch u rch

elder and has had many ye a rs of ex p e rience as a yo u t h

leader and counselor. She is also coordinator for the 145

ch i l d ren in the ch i l d re n ’s depart m e n t . She curre n t ly serve s

as a member of the Exe c u t i ve Board of Mennonite Church

U S A . She continues to say “ Ye s ! ”to God’s call and is ex c i t-

ed about what other blessings God has for her.

Mike Yaconelli
M i ke has been wo rking with yo u n g

people for almost 40 ye a rs . He is the

owner of  Youth Specialties,an intern a-

tional organization that trains and pro-

vides re s o u rces for more than 100,000

youth wo rke rs wo r l dw i d e . C o n s i d e re d

by many an ex p e rt on the effects of

We s t e rn culture on young people,he has spoken to yo u n g

people and youth wo rke rs all over the wo r l d . He has

a u t h o red or co-authored nu m e rous books as well as

nu m e rous art i cl e s , tapes and videos on the subject of yo u t h

and culture . M i ke lives in Y re k a ,a ru ral nort h e rn Califo rn i a

t ow n ,w h e re he is lay pastor of Grace Community Church .

He and his wife ,K a r l a ,a re now discove ring what it is like

to adjust to a cave rnous house where their fi ve ch i l d re n

used to live . M i ke is a local high school board member and

the proud gra n d father of two . He breezed his way thro u g h

his fo u r - year college education in 10 ye a rs and fi n a l ly gra d-

uated from San Diego State Unive rsity with a degree in

c o m mu n i c a t i o n s .

Meet the speakers

The high point of  Youth Convention is the wo rship serv i c e s ,and the centerpiece 
of each wo rship service is the speake r.We are pleased to announce the fo l l ow i n g
s p e a ke rs for each of the sessions:

Michael and Addie Banks
M i chael and A d d i e

s e rve in pastora l

l e a d e rship at Glory

Tab e rn a cle in New

Yo rk City. T h ey

h ave been commit-

ted to this wo rk fo r

the last 16 ye a rs .

M i chael also serve s

as one of the

re gional bishops

for the New Yo rk

a re a . To ge t h e r, t h ey serve as Peace Eva n gelists for the

Mennonite Church . Addie is also a Christian educator and

has conducted nu m e rous seminars and wo rkshops in the

a rea of praye r,peacemaking and wo m e n ’s issues. M i ch a e l

has a passion for planting ch u rches ra d i c a l ly committed to

the demonstration of peacemaking and eva n ge l i s m .

M i chael has been a speaker at previous youth conve n t i o n s .

Shirley Hershey Showalter
S h i r l ey began her term as Goshen

C o l l e ge president in Ja nu a ry 1997.

After coming to the college in 1976,

she taught in the English and History

d e p a rt m e n t s ,eve n t u a l ly becoming a

full pro fessor and English depart m e n t

ch a i r. Her administra t i ve ex p e ri e n c e

i n cluded directing the continuing education pro gra m ,

a d m i n i s t e ring a $1 million grant for tech n o l o gy and the 

l i b e ral art s ,and ch a i ring the fi rst academic council. D u ri n g

her fi rst term ,c o l l e ge enrollment increased eve ry ye a r,

reve rsing seven ye a rs of gradual decl i n e . Financial support

of Goshen College has also incre a s e d .S h i r l ey is the author

of nu m e rous essays and editori a l s ,p a p e rs and sch o l a r ly

p u bl i c a t i o n s . She is a frequent lecturer in higher education

c i rcles and has also served widely as a consultant. She has

also re c e i ved seve ral awa rd s ,i n cluding the Sears Roebuck



Leslie Francisco III
Bishop Francisco serves as senior pas-
tor of the Calva ry Community Church
in Hampton,Va . He is also founder of
C a l va ry Christian A c a d e my,one sch o o l
in two locations offe ring quality pro-
grams that target the spiri t u a l ,a c a d e m-
i c ,p hysical and emotional needs of ch i l-

d ren enrolled in pre s chool through eighth gra d e . He also
s e rves as founder and president of Calva ry Bible College ,a n
institution that seeks to educate,l i b e rate and empower ser-
vant leaders for ministry through its cert i ficate and associate
d e gree pro gra m s . Bishop Francisco is author of three books
and a member of the board of dire c t o rs of Opera t i o n
B re a k i n g t h rough — a viable organization that mobilizes
ch u rches to effe c t i ve ly rebuild communities that have been
b ro ken by pove rty and despair. He also serves as pre s i d e n t
of the A f ri c a n - A m e rican Mennonite A s s o c i a t i o n . He serve s
as a member of the Mennonite Church USA E xe c u t i ve
B o a rd . As an urban consultant within Vi rginia Confe re n c e ,
Bishop Francisco and the Calva ry Community Church have
planted a growing congregation in Rocky Mountain,N. C .
T h ey are curre n t ly starting a new ch u rch in Chesapeake ,Va .
T h ey are the parents of three daughters .

Mark Vincent
M a rk lives in Elkhart ,I n d . ,and is mar-

ried to Lori e . T h ey have two ch i l d re n .

In his role as stewa rdship re s o u rc e s

d i rector for Mennonite Mutual A i d ,

M a rk brings ex p e rience from the 

p a s t o ra t e ,youth ministry,p ro gra m

d evelopment and project manage-

m e n t . In addition to ove rsight for stewa rdship education,

he re g u l a r ly consults with ch u rch e s ,n o n p ro fits and org a n i-

zations facing complex decisions. M a rk is part i c u l a r ly

noted for his abilities in pre a ch i n g ,s t o ry t e l l i n g ,l e a d e rs h i p

d eve l o p m e n t ,and keeping the right questions in front of

people when consulting. M a rk pioneered wo rk in neigh-

borhood ministry to ch i l d re n , c o n gregational leaders h i p

Foundation “ Te a ching Excellence and Campus Leaders h i p

Awa rd ”and the Knight Presidential Leadership Awa rd .

B o rn in Lancaster,Pa . ,she graduated from Wa r w i ck High

S ch o o l ,e a rned her bach e l o r ’s degree in English fro m

E a s t e rn Mennonite College ,and re c e i ved her master’s and

d o c t o ral degrees from the Unive rsity of Texas at Au s t i n .

S h i r l ey and Stuart we re married in 1969 and are the 

p a rents of two ch i l d re n . She and her fa m i ly attend College

Mennonite Church .

Buster Soaries
R eve rend DeFo rest “ B u s t e r ”S o a ri e s ,J r.
is the senior pastor of Fi rst Baptist
C h u rch of Lincoln Gardens in
S o m e rs e t ,N. J. , a ch u rch that now has a
fo l l owing of more than 4,500 mem-
b e rs and is one of the fastest grow i n g
A f ri c a n - A m e rican ch u rches in the state.

Under his tutelage ,Fi rst Baptist has started construction on
a new $10 million ch u rch complex ; founded the Fi rs t
Baptist Community Development Corpora t i o n ,
Renaissance Community Development Credit Union,C D C
P ro p e rties housing company ;and developed seve ral 
e c o n o m i c ,s p i ritual and educational pro grams for ch u rch
m e m b e rs and local re s i d e n t s . D r.S o a ries is an intern a t i o n a l ly
re n owned speaker and author. An advocate for at-risk yo u t h ,
he has addressed more than 2 million youth in the last 10
ye a rs . He is the host of the NJ Netwo rk special telev i s i o n
p ro gram “ S t raight Up with Buster Soari e s ” , w h i ch fo c u s e s
on helping teens find solutions to today ’s pro bl e m s .He is a
s p e a ker on many video and audio tapes used by education-
al and re l i gious org a n i z a t i o n s . He earned a BA fro m
Fo rdham Unive rsity in New Yo rk ;an MDiv from Pri n c e t o n
T h e o l o gical Seminary,and a DMin degree from the United
T h e o l o gical Seminary in Day t o n ,O h i o . He also has hon-
o ra ry doctorate degrees from Drew Unive rsity and
Monmouth Unive rs i t y. He is member of many civic org a n i-
zations such as the Boys and Girls Clubs,the New
B ru n sw i ck Development Corpora t i o n ,and Youth Fo r
C h ri s t / U S A .He resides in Franklin Pa rk ,N. J. ,with his wife ,
D o n n a ,and twin sons.

Get it
t o g e t h e r

in 
C h r i st



Meet the sponsors’ 
institute leader

Mark DeVries
M a rk has served as pastor to youth and

their families at Fi rst Pre s by t e ri a n

C h u rch in Nashville,Te n n . ,for the last

14 ye a rs . A 22-year youth ministry 

ve t e ra n ,he has served as a vo l u n t e e r

with Young Life and on staff in local

ch u rch e s . M a rk re c e i ved his undergraduate degrees in

English and Greek from Baylor Unive rsity in Wa c o ,Tex a s .

He graduated Phi Beta Kappa and Summa Cum Laude in

1 9 8 0 . M a rk continued his training at Princeton (N. J. )

T h e o l o gical Seminary, receiving his MDiv in 1986. M a rk

t ravels nationally and intern a t i o n a l ly, speaking to ch u rch

and lay leaders ,as well as college and seminary 

students on the subject of fa m i ly based youth ministry. H i s

p resentations are ch a ra c t e rized by a fast paced, i n t e ra c t i ve

a p p ro a ch that offe rs stra t e gies for the go d ly tra n s fo rm a t i o n

of the next ge n e ra t i o n . He is an author,editor and wri t e r

of seve ral art i cles for va rious youth leader magazines and

academic journ a l s . M a rk and his wife ,S u s a n , reside in

Nashville and have three ch i l d re n .

d eve l o p m e n t ,and unique seminar and pro gram events that 

b e n e fit congre g a t i o n s . He is author of seve ral books,a rt i-

cles and curri c u l a . In addition,he edits G i v i n g,the mag a-

zine of the Ecumenical Stewa rdship Center. M a rk ’s educa-

tion includes a BA degree in biblical studies,an MA in min-

i s t ry with a special focus in group pro c e s s ,and additional

t h e o l o gical and management studies.

Music with Ken Medema

Ken has been writing and perfo rm i n g

his own songs since 1970 when he

began composing material for his wo rk

as a music therapist in a psych i a t ri c

h o s p i t a l . He is now invo l ved in a full-

time perfo rmance schedule that has

t a ken him all over the wo r l d . Ke n ,

n ow residing in the San Francisco bay are a ,with his wife ,

Ja n e ,and daughter,R a ch e l ,studied music thera py at

M i chigan State Unive rs i t y,c o n c e n t rating heav i ly on per-

fo rmance skills in piano and vo i c e . M e d e m a ’s music is

e a rt hy and dire c t , full of stories and humor. It utilizes mu s i-

cal styles from classical to ro ck ,f rom ballad to bl u e s ,f ro m

s a c red to pro fane — always searching for ways in which

people can connect with each other,e n abling them to

sense the sacred within themselves and in surpri s i n g

p l a c e s . Medema appreciates the dive rse way in which

people mu s i c a l ly ex p ress themselve s ,and uses a va riety of

styles to share his concerns for the planet and its surv i va l ,

social justice, and people’s relationship to spiri t u a l i t y. B l i n d

f rom birt h ,Medema understands the importance of incl u-

sivity and sensitive ly,seeks to ch a l l e n ge his listeners to

d ream and wo rk for a world of justice and peace.

Convention choirs
T h e re will be two ch o i rs in which youth will be able to
p a rticipate in Nashville. One choir will be led by Ke n
M e d e m a , and the gospel choir will be led by Natalie
Fra n c i s c o . Let your youth know that they may sign up fo r
either choir on the re gi s t ration fo rm  (coming in
D e c e m b e r ) . T h e re will be a ch a rge of $8.00 (U.S.) to cove r
the cost of the music score s . If you have any questions,
please call the Youth Convention offi c e .


